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LAW

A NEW BC PNP BUSINESS PROGRAM COMING

T
he reason that BC PN P 
(BC Provincial Nominee 
P r o g r a m )  s u s p e n d e d 

receipt of business immigra-
t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n s   fo r  t h re e 
m ont h s   (a n d   h a s  s c h e d u l e d 
recommencing on July 2, 2015) 
was because of the volume of 
appl ications  it  received over 
the last three years.

Under the busi ness strea m 
up to 2011, the BC PNP busi-
ness prog ra m was receiv i ng 
between 150 a nd 200 appl i-
cations. However four major 
changes took place at the fed-
e r a l  a n d  p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l s 
starting four years ago:

■  2 0 1 1   -   C I C   s u s p e n d e d 
t h e   F e d e r a l   E n t r e p r e n e u r 
program.

■ 2012 - CIC suspended the 
Federal Investor program.

■  2 0 1 2   -   S a s k a t c h -
e w a n ,   M a n i t o b a   a n d   N e w 
Br u n sw ick pl aced l i m its on 
their programs.

■ 2014 - CIC terminated the 
Federal Entrepreneur and In-
vestor programs.

A s  a   r e s u l t  o f   t h e s e   m a -
j o r   e v e n t s ,  t h e  B C 
Business im m igration appli-
cations sk y-rocketed from a 
low of 152 in 2009 to1085 ap-
plications in 2014. 

T he BC P N P wa s ba sica l ly 
inundated with applications 
without the resources to pro-
cess the applications.

A second problem was that 
m a n y  a p p l i c a t i o n s  b e i n g 
r e c e i v e d  w e r e  o f  l e s s  t h a n 
stel l a r   qu a l ity. T he depa r t-
m e n t  b e g a n  t o   n o t i c e  t h a t 
prices of the busi nesses be-
ing purchased were inf lated, 
goodwill was far in excess of 

what g ross sa les wou ld jus-
t i f y,  b u s i n e s s  p l a n s  b e i n g 
subm itted were suspect,  net 
wor t h  cl a i med wa s dubiou s 
a nd lastly there was no con-
nection between the business 
experience of the individual in 
relation to the business being 
purchased. As a result, almost 
50 per cent of these applica-
tions were being refused.

B ec au se of t hese d i f f icu l-
ties and because of the inun-
dation of applications, the BC 
P N P h a d no ot her re c o u rs e 
but to issue a moratorium and 
rev iew t he system of i nta ke 
and system of approving such 

appl ications a nd  is present-
ly d ra f t i n g reg u l ator y pro-
cedu res by wh ich to qua l i f y 
b u s i n e s s  a p p l i c a n t s  ra t h e r 
than relying on policy-driven 
procedures.

Under the new scheme (which 
will be announced on July 2, 
2015), you can expect:

■ Online applications to re-
place the paper applications.

■ P r ior it i z at ion ba se d on 
significant economic benefit 
to various regions.

■ Ranking of entrepreneurs 
by way of a comparative sys-
tem based on points.

■ Third-party verification of 
net assets by established ac-
counting firms.

A n update will be provided 
on a n nou nced cha nges a fter 
July 2, 2015.

D a v i d  A u j l a  p r a c t i s -
e s  C a n a d i a n  I m m i g r a -
t io n  l a w  a n d  h a s  of f i c e s  i n 
V i c t o r i a  a n d  V a n c o u v e r .
www.BCimmigration.com
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Federal Entrepreneur 
& Investor Programs 
terminated Feb 2014

Federal Immigrant Investor 
Program suspended. SK, 
MB & NB Business PNPs 

limit intake
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